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St. George Enhances Downtown with Help from 
 
The city of St. George recognizes that its historic downtown is a p

taken care to preserve this asset. Now a grant from the Division of Sta

highlight its historic district with funds to put up banners that mark the

identify the historic area, helping people put it in their consciousness,”

development director for St. George. “Initially, the goal was to put ban

perimeter. But then some merchants on Main Street asked if we could 

Street, which is our most historic little street.” 

The merchants wanted the banners for good reason. The historic d

1989, and its importance to the city has grown over time. Now it is a h

historic district had a high vacancy rate; today there are virtually no va

increased at a higher rate in the historic district than elsewhere. Nicho

ballooning growth makes the historic district even more valuable. “Peo

downtown,” he says. “It’s something they can relate to, although the r

tremendous change.”   

Phil Notarianni, director of the Division of State History, points ou

grants are all about helping communities be more successful economic

more, people want to be in places that are grounded in history,” he say

are using historic preservation as part of their economic development s

towns succeed in making history a part of their future.”  # # # 
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